Drybrook Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the L.ocal Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S! 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Drybrook Parish Council for the year ended This notice and Sectiors 1, 2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been e Somttrar. This st
pu blished, include publication an the
smalter authority’s wehsite.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.
2. The Annual Govemance & Accountability Return is avaitable for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Drybrook
Parish Council on application to:
(8) M — PAE'S'{ CL‘ERK {2) Ingert the name, position and
ENlA 2 ’ A . address of the person to whem
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR
 TELEPHANE NOL 0T THD [ERARET
{b) (b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised
3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ 2. (o) foreach | (o insert areasonable sum for
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. oopying costs
Announcement made by: (d) APE”— &A - P : K {d} Insert the name and position of
persen placing the notice
Date of announcement: (6) 03/1 D_I 23 (e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

' www.pkfd.com




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

DA CCde IEASH O INT-

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We canfirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that;

Yoy means that this autharity:

1 1. We have put in place arrangements jor effeclive financiat prepared ds accouniing stalements in accordance
: managemeni during the year, and ior the preparation of / with the Accaunts and Audll Regulations.
|  the accounting slalementls.

2. We maintained an adequale syslem of inkemnal conirol made proper arrangements and accepted responsibibty
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud e for safeguarding the pubhic money and resources in !
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. s charge. ;

3. Wa took al! reasonable steps o assure gurselves has only dore what it has the legal power fo do and hias
ithat there are no matiers of actual or potenia! complied with Praper Praciices in doing S0.
ron-compliance with laws, requiations and Proper /-

Praclicas that could have 3 significan! finanaial effect i
on the atility of this authorty ko conduct its
business or manage its finances,

4. We provided proper opponiunily during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opporiunity to
the axercise of slectors’ aghts in accordance with the / mspect and ask guestions about ths authonly's accounls
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We camed out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and ofher risks it
authority and {ook appropriale steps (o manage those faces and dealf with them property.
risks. including the inlroduchion of internal conrols and/or /
extemal insurance cover where required.

£ We maintained throughout 1ne year an adeguale and arranged for a competant person. inggpendent of the financial
effeclive system of internat audit of the accouning / contrals and procedures, (0 give an objective view on whether
records and control systems, i imterral conlrols maet the neads of ths smailler authorty.

1. We look appropriate action on all matters rasser : / responded te matters brough! to /s attentian by imtermal and
in reports from internal and external audil, extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation. liatvitsias or . disclosed everything 4 shouid have about iis business activity
comritments. events or transachons, ocourring either | during the year mcluding events taking place afler ibe year
during or afler the year-end. have a financial impacl on / i end if relovant
this authorily and, where appropriate. have inchaded ther H
sn the accounting stalements. i

9. {For tocal councils anly) Trust funds including has met all of its responsibiliies where as a body
charilable. In our capacity 3s the sole maraging corporalte it is 3 sple managing trustee of a local trust
truslee we discharged our accountability or rusls. i
respansibilties for the fund{s)fassets. including

i financial reporting and. +f required. independent
examinatton or audit, i i !

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Slalement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meating whare
m‘e%gof the authority on; approval was given:

K 1§ 2e0 2003 )
and recorded as rnirrlute reference: _ " Chairman _@-{\
p/ 390 (TEM & ud Clerk @ém-«)b{/

Information requised by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annuai Governance Staternent}

The authority websile/webpage is up ta date and the information required by the Transparency Code has Yes
been published.

d »{"/'/?VWL /f vgr SICOUYIC /- G e
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Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities

Page 5 of 6



Section 2 - Accounting Statemants 2022123 Jor

DN~ S COWNE -

Balances braught i Total balances and reserves at tive hegingring of the year

BOX 7 of previous year.

forvswd 1 c,}.u? g b 2:—7 as recornded in the fingncial records. Value must agqree o

z) !*) P'euepi or Rates and Tora! antoun! of precept tor for IDBs rarea. and !ewgs)
Levies Brdta 2 ; receved or recenable in ihe year. Excludc any grants
*5 26“'5({ % -G sg’ , recenved,

et 1 v 1 m s e e

Total income or receipls as recorded i the cashbouk less |

’Z 7 S (‘; 2_( e  the precept or ratasdavies cecewsd (hne 2), Incluge any

granis received.

1 {+) Total other recapts !

a4, {-) Stalf costs : _ ﬁ Fotal exponditure o paymenis made 10 and on behat :

! : 4 l '7 C, ‘ C’l,-',) b g . of aif employeas. Include gross salarias and wages. i
i i ermpioyars M contributions. employers ponsion E
i

i ; ; ; centibulions. gratuties and severance paymonis

-y Loan m1ers=stc3pnai
rep.aymenls

. ~ To:a.' expenmrure orpa _/m&f‘fS of cagital and inferest
C) ; C/ ; | ade & g the year un the authority's Sarrowings (i any).

; ?
. |

5. {-1 All other paymems f Totaf expenmr.rre or paynignts as recorded m the cash-

i
’5 7 cﬂ 7 3 ; '1_74_97 ;  book less staff costs (Fe Ji and loan interestcapial

- FEpayments ..fm 2

7.{=} Batances carricd - : . Total Balances and resenves at e cud of the - ;;;armf;f;.;r_-_
. forward %%'} 2_"? : 7([-— 3&.:0 f cqual (1=2+3) - (4+5+6),

£ To .=I vaEuL of c.‘s;h A . The sum of alf currenr 3nd dnpo 53t uank ncmun! 5. gas sh |

i
shorl lerm nvestments | % i 8 Hokhngs arxt shoet tenn nvestments held a5 &t 31 March — |
l (4' ‘ BL' é’ G 7(:' i To agree with bank reconciliation. ]

A

O Totat fixed assets ')lus. : J ] Tne vafle of w rhe i)FO,DO!’l'f the autthordy owng - 118 made
leng term investments i // i / | up of all its lixed assels and long ter: Mvesimenis os ai
and assels ! ’ : ,;: fdarh

14 Total borrowings . : - The uutsrandmg capsrnr bakance as at 31 March of aif inans T

: : o e / . from Hured parhes (mgtiding PWALB)J i

i

[P S SRR - R

Disclosure nate re Trust funds
imciuding charitable)

The Council. as a body co;;)orate acfs as sole trustee and
i respnn';rbie for managing Trust funds or assels. '

t1a. isclosure nole re Trust furids . : i The & fgums i de scomunting Statemenis above do not
tncluding charitanic) ; ; : . include any J_"{i.{:sf Iransaclions.

1 cerlify that for Ihe year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting | | conlirm that these Accounting Slatemenis wara
Staten-ents n this Annuat Govemance and Accouniability approved by this authority an this date:
Relurn have heen prepared on eilher a receints and payments | “ 1. /%/ ﬁ, . (/13
or income and expenditure basis Tollowing the gukiance n ! ; : C? Z =
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authonties — a :
::h‘:{l:t::::;e: pg;lld ::i;ﬁ:_?gi;ﬁfﬁ:mes and present fairly . @s recorded i nunute reference:
1 ! I 1 "Orily. o . ) . - -

i, L
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being )d /3 ? } / 7(."“"7 (5 *y
presented to the a ity for approval

; i Signed oy Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
S{aiemems were approved

Date é’ [¥ Zes ¢ 2013 /
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Drybrook Parish Council ~ GL0079

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is nof a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit woutd. The UK Gavernment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gavernance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 {AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — https:/Aww.nao.org. uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023, and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemanee and Accountability Return (AGARY),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concem that relevant iegislation and regulatory requirements have rot been met.

The smaller authority failed to approve the AGAR intime to publish it before 1 July 2023, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations
2015, and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1

Section 2, Box 9 for both years has been left blank but as reported in the prior year Section 2, Box 9 should hava been restated and we would
expect the current year Box, 9 to include a value.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2022/23 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’
'to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to
ithis Assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports frominternal and external audit, by answering
"Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, an the basis of the above, is not correct.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authonty:

The srmaller authority has confirmed that it has not comnplied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 7, but it has not provided the
appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and datails of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified and
we have seen no evidence of explanations published with the AGAR.

The date for Section 1 has heen inoorrectlf recorded on the AGAR. The minutes of the meeting at which the AGAR was approved have been
reviewed and demonstrate that Sections 1 and 2 have been approved in the correct order. The smaller authority shouid ensure that the
correct dates are recorded on the AGAR in future. .

We note that the smalier authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2023/24 for the exercise of public rights, since the approval date was after the start of the period for the exercise of
public rights. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2023 /24 and ensure
that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2024/25.

inthe completion of their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to a weakness in relation to VAT reclairms, The smaller
authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.

The smaller authority has not provided:

. an adequate explanation for the variance between the prior and current year values in Box 3 and 6 of Section 2
. an explanation as to why the carried forward reserves {Section 2, Box 7) are greater than twice precept {Section 2, Box 2)

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have compieted our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermnance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our respensibiiities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

Externat Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /// Z - Aﬁ' {’%E (. ‘/ Date 29/09/2023
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